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LEAF FOLIAGE, LUXURY ACCOMMODATION
HOTSPRING, HIKING

The Kumano Kodo ancient pilgrim routes crisscross the stunning Kii Peninsula,
traversing the borders of Mie, Wakayama and Nara prefectures.
Registered as a UNESCO World Heritage site, they deliver breathtaking scenery at
every turn – meandering through dense, otherworldly woodland and connecting
many of Japan's most important cultural wonders.
This journey has been designed to get the best out of the Kumano Kodo, and
include the services of an English-speaking throughout guide
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ADVENTURE FEATURES:
- Small group size (8 - 12 travelers) to ensure personalized service
- Carefully selected routes to appreciate Kumano Kudo hiking in comfort
- Travel period selected for peak leaf foliage time of the area
- 2 nights stay on azure island accommodation Kumano-bettei with
natural hot-spring by the sea
- 2 nights exclusive stay Sasayari-ann Villa in Nabari
- All meals & beverages included (except alcoholic drinks)

I T I N E R A R Y
DAY 1
4 DEC

DAY 3
6 DEC

DAY 5
8 DEC

DAY 7
10 DEC

DAY 9
12 DEC

O U T L I N E

ARRIVE WAKAYAMA
Meet up at Kansai Airport
Wakayama Castle
Kuroshio Fish Market
DAY 2
5 DEC

WAKAYAMA - TANABE
Tsugizakura-Oji - Chikatsuyu-oji
- Gyuba - dojiguchi (Hike)

DAY 4
7 DEC

TANABE - NACHIKATSUURA
Dainichi-goe route hike
Kumano river boat ride

TANABE
Hosshinmon-oji to Kumano
Hongu Taisha Hike

NACHIKATSUURA
Katsuura Tuna Auction
Kumano Nachi waterfall

DAY 6
9 DEC

NACHIKATSUURA - NABARI
Ushigen Honten beef lunch
Muroji Temple

DAY 8
11 DEC

NABARI - OSAKA
Shopping time!

NABARI
Sasayuri free day
Sushi party

DEPART OSAKA
See you in our next adventure!

D E T A I L E D

I T I N E R A R Y

DAY 1 - 4 DEC, SUNDAY
ARRIVAL IN KYOTO - WAKAYAMA

HIGHLIGHT TODAY: WAKAYAMA CASTLE / KUROSHIO FISH MARKET
Upon arrival at Kansai airport, meet your Englishspeaking tour guide in the arrivals area after exiting
Immigration and Customs.
Transfer 45 mins to Wakayama and check-in at Hotel
Granvia and freshen up before the afternoon tour.
In the afternoon, enjoy a half-day guided tour in
Wakayama.
First, we head to Kuroshio Market - this bustling fish
market is located on the man-made resort island of
Wakayama Marina City. Here you will find lots of
specialty stores selling fresh seasonal seafood. If
seafood is not your thing, feel free to browse through
an array of local and imported fruits, some made into
juices and smoothies.

After the market tour, we enjoy an evening tour to Wakayama Castle - this castle was originally
built in 1585 under the command of Toyotomi Hideyoshi, one of three famous samurai warlords
from the Nagoya area who worked towards the unification of Japan.
Destroyed and rebuilt several times. The last destruction occurred during WW2 when it was
completely destroyed by allied bombing. The current castle was rebuilt in concrete in 1958 and
now serves as a symbol of the city as well as being a popular spot for cherry blossom viewing and
picnics during spring.
Enjoy dinner at local restaurant before transfer back to hotel for rest.

Overnight: Hotel Granvia
Meals included: Dinner

D E T A I L E D
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DAY 2 - 5 DEC, MONDAY
WAKAYAMA - TSUGIZAKURA-OJI - CHIKATSUYU-OJI GYUBA - DOJIGUCHI (HIKE) - TANABE
HIGHLIGHT TODAY: TSUGIZAKURA-OJI - CHIKATSUYU-OJI - GYUBA - DOJIGUCHI (HIKE)
After breakfast, check out and meet your guide, and transfer to Tsugizakura-Oji (2 hours drive).
Hike from Tsugizakura-oji to Chikatsuyu-oji.
(4 km / around 1.5h, difficulty rating 1.5/5)
Continue hike from Chikatsuyu-oji to the
Gyuba-doji statue and further to Gyuba-dojiguchi.
(1.3 km /around 30m, difficulty rating 1/5)

About this hike:
Start in the vicinity of the Toganoki-chaya
teahouse and the beautiful Tsugizakura-oji
shrine with its massive cedar trees.

Continue along the old highway on the south
side of Mt. Takao until reaching the small, cozy
village of Chikatsuyu. From here, take a short
hike to see the Gyuba-doji statue which shows
Kazan, one of the first abdicated emperors to
pilgrimage to Kumano, sitting on a horse and
cow.

After lunch, drive 30mins to check in to
your ryokan in Kawayu Onsen in Tanabe for
2 nights and enjoy the rest of the day at
leisure before dinner at ryokan.

Overnight: Kawayu Onsen Fujiya
Meals included: Breakfast, lunch & Dinner

D E T A I L E D
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DAY 3 - 6 DEC, TUESDAY
TANABE - KUMANO KUDO TRAIL (HIKE)

HIGHLIGHT TODAY: HOSSHINMON-OJI TO KUMANO HONGU TAISHA HIKE
After breakfast, transfer 20 mins with your guide to Hosshinmon-oji.
Hike the route from Hosshinmon-oji to Kumano Hongu Taisha (Grand shrine)
(7.5 km / 2-3h, difficulty rating 2/5)
About this hike:
This section is an excellent half-day walk
of Kumano Kodo. Enjoy forest trails,
isolated mountaintop villages,
panoramic viewpoints, and other exciting
secrets during the hike.
Along the way we pass by the
Fushiogami settlement with its
numerous tea plantations and terraced
fields. From this lookout point, pilgrims
finally got their glimpse of their goal, the
Kumano Hongu Grand shrine in the
distant valley below. Pilgrims
traditionally fell on their knees and
prayed, which is what the word
“Fusiogami” means.
After arriving at Kumano Hongu Grand Shrine,
enjoy lunch at a local cafe before exploring the
shrine together with your guide.
Kumano Hongu Taisha (grand shrine) is one of
the “Kumano Sanzan", the three grand shrines
of Kumano. A long stone staircase leads to the
sacred grounds of this shrine located on a ridge
surrounded by giant cedar and cypress trees.
One of the main sights here is the Otorii shrine
gate which stands at the sandbar where the
shrine used to be located before it was
damaged by flood in 1889. The solemn and
majestic gate weighs 172 tons, is 34 meters tall,
and took about 6 months to make and another
6 months to assemble.

Overnight: Kawayu Onsen Fujiya
Meals included: Breakfast, lunch & Dinner

D E T A I L E D

I T I N E R A R Y

DAY 4 - 7 DEC, WEDNESDAY
KAWAYU ONSEN - DAINICHI-GOE" ROUTE (HIKE)
YUNOMINE ONSEN - NACHIKATSUURA
HIGHLIGHT TODAY: DAINICHI-GOE ROUTE HIKE / KUMANO RIVER BOAT RIDE
After breakfast, check out and transfer to Kumano Hongu Shrine area with your guide.
Then we start hiking the "Dainichi-goe" route from Kumano Hongu Shrine to Yunomine Onsen
(2 km /1-2h, difficulty rating 2/5).
About this hike:
This route is short, but relatively steep
connecting the Kumano Hongu Shrine
with Yunomine Onsen village.
Along the way we pass by the
Tsukimigaoka shrine located in a grove of
old-growth trees. This shrine was
historically associated with the mysterious
Shugendo (mountain asceticism/mountain
worship) sect in the area. When
approaching the hot spring village of
Yunomine Onsen you will notice the smell
of sulfur slowly starting to build up.
Explore Yunomine onsen before getting picked up by the microbus - Yunomine onsen is a
quaint little collection of inns tucked into a small valley deep in the heart of the sacred
mountains of Kumano. The waters here are said to change color seven times over the course of a
day. Yunomine Onsen was discovered about 1,800 years ago, and it is thought to be one of the
oldest hot springs in Japan.
After lunch, we will transfer to boat dock and enjoy
a 1.5 hour traditional boat ride along Kumano River.
The Kumano traditional flat boats take visitors down
the river just like they have been doing for hundreds
of years as the Kumano River has served as a vital
section of the Kumano Kodo pilgrimage route
between Kumano Hongu Taisha shrine in Hongu,
and Kumano Hayatama Taisha shrine in Shingu. The
boat ride is a unique and fun way to get a river view
perspective of Kumano’s spiritual landscape.
Finish the boat ride at Shingu City and be transferred to Nachikatsuura - a small port and
fishing town at the southern tip of Wakayama prefecture. Take a shuttle boat and check-in at
hotel.
Enjoy free time before dinner at hotel.
Overnight: Kumano Bettei Nakanoshima
Meals included: Breakfast, lunch & Dinner
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DAY 5 - 8 DEC, THURSDAY
KUMANO NACHI

HIGHLIGHT TODAY: KATSUURA TUNA AUCTION / KUMANO NACHI WATERFALL
Wake up early today and take the shuttle boat to
Nachikatsuura to see the tuna auction of Katsuura
- the Katsuura fishing port boasts the largest
catches of raw tuna in Japan. From the second
floor observatory deck. Get a close view of the
bidding process of the auction and learn how
buyers interact to secure the best quality tuna for
the best price.
Return to hotel for leisurely breakfast.

Later, meet your tour guide again and explore the
area including Kumano Nachi Grand shrine,
Seigantoji Temple & Pagoda and Nachi-no-Taki
waterfall with your guide.
Next to Nachi-no-Taki, the tallest waterfall in
Japan, lies the Kumano Nachi Grand shrine. The
origin of the shrine is the worship of the waterfall
and it is regarded as one of the three important
shrines of Kumano along with Hongu Taisha shrine
and Hayatama Taisha shrine. The shrine is a
perfect example of the fusion between Shinto and
Buddhism often seen across Japan.
The holy sites of Shintoism long predate the
introduction of Buddhism, but rather than
destroying one to make room for the other, the
two believes harmoniously merged together. A
result of this can be seen at the Nachi Taisha
shrine and the surrounding area where the
Buddhist temple Seigantoji lies. One of the
symbols of this area is a beautiful pagoda located
next to the waterfall.
After lunch, return to hotel and enjoy the rest of the day at hotel.
Things to do at the hotel:
- Relax in your private bath
- Try the public onsen (or rent a private onsen bath)
- Relax in the lounge
- Browse the gift shop
- Take an easy walk to the top of the island for beautiful views of the surrounding area.
Make sure to enjoy the foot bath along the trail!
- Or even do some fishing!
Overnight: Kumano Bettei Nakanoshima
Meals included: Breakfast, lunch & Dinner
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DAY 6 - 9 DEC, FRIDAY
KUMANO NACHI - UDA - NABARI

HIGHLIGHT TODAY: USHIGEN HONTEN BEEF LUNCH / MUROJI TEMPLE
This morning, meet your guide and drive 3.5 hours to Uda in Nara prefecture.
Upon arrival, enjoy lunch at Ushigen Honten - a local butcher shop of persistently high standards
with history since the early Meiji Period (1868-1912). The restaurant aims high, even with their top
notch A5 graded “Yamato Haibara” beef which has attracted visitors from far and wide.
After lunch, visit Muroji Temple - this temple is known for being one of few open to female
worshippers back hundreds of years ago when most temples prohibited women from entering
their precincts. Of its many buildings, the most renown is the beautiful five-storied pagoda
designated as a national treasure. As this temple is located deep within the mountains
surrounded by nature, it has an unusual calming and tranquil atmosphere, something that can
sometimes be lost in city side temples. Despite a climb of many steps, this temple is well worth a
visit!
Transfer to Nabari and check in to Sasayuri-ann.
Relax and enjoy your villa before dinner.

Overnight: Sasayuri-ann
Meals included: Breakfast, lunch & Dinner
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DAY 7 - 10 DEC, SATURDAY
NABARI
HIGHLIGHT TODAY: SASAYURI FREE DAY / SUSHI PARTY
Wake up early and join the owner of the villa on a leisurely walk through the Akame 48
waterfalls where the legendary Ninja used to train. The owner is a "Shugendo" munk and will
share with you his secrets in this private and intimate walk.
At Akame 48 waterfalls you can also see the giant salamanders at the tiny aquarium at the
beginning of the path. The giant salamader is a disappearing species, as disease and urban
development harm their existence in the mountains of Japan. Well back at the villa, enjoy the
quietness of the area while having breakfast.

Enjoy various activities arranged by the Villa or simply relax in the resort after 4 days hike.
Activities:
*subject to availability and weather conditions

- Shakuhachi Bamboo-flute live music show
- Ninja Live show
- Yoga lesson
- Massage
- Japanese tea ceremony
- Kado (Japanese flower arrangement) by the
owners wife
- Noh Dance
- Fire ritual by the owner

Enjoy a Seafood ‘Odoriyaki’ grill with premium sushi
tonight! (Other menu available on request)

Overnight: Sasayuri-ann
Meals included: Breakfast, lunch & Dinner

Tours:
- Half day or full day tour (e.g. Muro Art Forest,
Nara city)
- Various hiking courses
- Visit to Jikoin “tea temple” to meet with the
abbot and enjoy a tea ceremony
- Visit a maker of traditional Japanese swords
- Visit Kobaien, one of the oldest ink stick
(dried ink used for traditional calligraphy and
painting) makers in Japan
- Visit a 20th generation tea whisk craftsman
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DAY 8 - 11 DEC, SUNDAY
NABARI - OSAKA

HIGHLIGHT TODAY: MAKE IT RAIN!
After leisurely breakfast, free time until check-out.
Drive 1.5 hours to Osaka in time for lunch.
Check-in to your hotel after lunch and go shopping with your guide.
Enjoy farewell dinner tonight at one of the nicest restaurant in town.
Overnight: Swissotel Nankai
Meals included: Breakfast, lunch & Dinner

D E T A I L E D
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DAY 9 - 12 DEC, MONDAY
OSAKA - HONG KONG

HIGHLIGHT TODAY: CIAO! SEE YOU IN OUR NEXT ADVENTURE!

Check-out and be transferred to airport for your flight home.
Meals included: Breakfast

T O U R

P R I C E

HK$ 63,880/- PER PERSON
(TWIN / DOUBLE SHARING)

Early Bird Discount:
Less HK$ 2,000/- per person
(confirmed with deposit by
12 Sep 2022)

Deposit amount:
HK$ 12,000/- per person

Registration Closing Date:
12 Oct 2022 or when tour is
fully subscribed.

For booking or enquiries,
please contact 9452 2078 or
email dt@t-alliance.com.hk

Cost includes:
- Accommodation on twin/double share basis;
- Meals as indicated in the itinerary
- Beverages during lunches and dinners (alcoholic drinks excluded)
- All tours and transfers either by private tour bus with WIFI onboard
- Service of Experienced Cantonese speaking Travel Concierge
- English & Japanese speaking throughout guide for all the tours and hiking
- Entrance fees as stated
Cost excludes:
- Airfare, airport taxes, war risk insurance, fuel surcharges;
- Japan tourist visa;
- Travel insurance;
- Personal and other expenses not stated.
- Gratuity for staff;
- Quarantine hotel in Hong Kong
Remark:
- Minimum 8 persons to go, maximum 12 in the tour
- Chartering the group with minimum 8 persons welcomed (maximum 12)
- We can arrange flight, visa and quarantine hotel upon request (with supplement)

A C C O M M O D A T I O N

WAKAYAMA
4 - 5 DEC, 1 NIGHT

TANABE
5 - 7 DEC, 2 NIGHTS

NACHIKATSUURA
7 - 9 DEC, 2 NIGHTS

NABARI
9 - 11 DEC, 2 NIGHTS

OSAKA
11 - 12 DEC, 1 NIGHT

A T

A

G L A C E

Hotel Granvia (Moderate room)
Website: https: //www.granviawakayama.co.jp/english/

Kawayu Onsen Fujiya
(Standard Japanese Style room)
Website: https://fuziya.co.jp/english/

Kumano Bettei Nakanoshima
(Standard 2/F room with open air bath,
new building)
Website: https://kb-nakanoshima.jp/en/

Sasayuri-ann (Private Villa)
Website:
https://stayjapan.jp/PORTAL/E/index.html

Swissotel Nankai Osaka (Swiss
Advantage room)
Website:
https://www.swissotel.com/hotels/nankaiosaka/

SPIRO - BREATHE THE FREEDOM
OF PRIVATE TOURS
SPIRO is a proud member of Travel Alliance Ltd.,
a privately owned travel company, which
specializes in private tailor-made holidays and
private experiences all around the world
whenever you want. No matter what your interest
are, be it culture, food, history, adventure,
wildlife or a combination of those, our
knowledgeable and attentive tour designers are
here to find you the perfect holiday, one that
combines comfort and authenticity. At SPIRO, we
believe the best way to travel is to fully immerse
in the culture of destination. Our expertly crafted
itineraries promise nothing but unique
experiences that will broaden your perspective
and transform the way you appreciate the world.

SINGULAR ADVENTURE
- THE MORE THE MERRIER
While SPIRO is advocate of private tours, we also
believe in "The more the Merrier".
Each Singular Adventure itinerary brings you to
exotic destinations with exclusive experiences:
East Africa Migration Safari, Luxury cruising to
South Pacific, Overnight Trekking to Rainbow
Mountain in Peru to name a few. All itineraries
are carefully planned to offer stress-free
experience from before departure to return!
Traveling in small groups allows you to retain
some level of flexibilities and personal touches
whilst keeping the cost of exploration effective,
plus making friends with like-minded people is
always a bonus!

dt@t-alliance.com.hk

www.spiro-talliance.com

SPIRObytravelalliance

